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remarks 

Embodiments of the invention relate to a connector for 
coupling a component to external circuitry. The connector 
comprises a base, a guide for guiding the component along an 
axis towards the base, a first barb positioned to latch an 
edge of the component at a first distance along the axis from 
the base, and a second barb positioned to latch an edge of the 
component at a second distance along the axis from the base. 

Claims 1 to 5 are currently pending in this application. In 
the Office Action, the Examiner has rejected claims 1-5 as 
being anticipated by US 6, 435, 882 (Pitou) . The examiner is 
requested to reconsider this rejection. 

Pitou discloses a socket -based electrical and mechanical 
circuit connection system 10 including a socket 12 and a 
socketable flexible circuit based electronic device module 14. 
The socket 12 is constructed and arranged to electrically and 
mechanically connect the electronic device module 14 to an 
interconnect substrate. The socket 12 includes a support 
frame 16 and a pair of retainers 18, 20. The support frame 16 
has four side walls that define a recess for receiving the 
electronic device module 14. Each retainer 18, 20 includes a 

respective latch portion 26, 28 that is configured to yield 

during insertion of the electronic device module 14 into the 
socket 12 and to snap back over a respective edge of the 
electronic device module 14 when the electronic device module 
14 is fully seated within the socket 12. In this way, the 
retainers 18, 20 operate to mechanically hold the electronic 
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device module 14 in place with respect to the socket 12 (see 
column 3, lines 35 to 53) . 

The electronic device module 14 includes a housing 30, one or 
more electronic components 32 and a flexible circuit board 34. 
The housing 3 0 includes a top housing portion 36 that has a 
pair of tabs 38, 40 which are configured to engage a pair of 
mating latches 42, 44 of a bottom housing portion 46. 

In section 2 of the Office Action, the Examiner has argued 
that the "first barb" recited in claim 1 is equivalent to the 
mating latches 42, 44 in Pitou, and the "second barb" recited 
in claim 1 is equivalent to the latch portions 26, 28 of the 
socket 12 in Pitou. 

In the attached claim set, we have amended claim 1 to recite 
"An electrical connector for coupling an electronic component 
to external circuitry" . This amendment is supported in 
paragraphs 3 and 4 on page 4 of the published PCT 
specification. 

As mentioned above, the latch portions 26, 28 are part of the 
socket 12. However, the mating latches 42, 44 are part of the 
housing 3 0 of the electronic device module 14 and not the 
socket 12. The mating latches 42, 44 are part of the bottom 
housing portion 46 of the module 14 and connect the bottom 
housing portion 46 to the top housing portion 36 of the module 
14 . 

It is not possible for the Examiner to argue that the mating 
latches 42, 44 are part of an "electrical connector for 
coupling an electronic component to external circuitry", as 
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the top housing portion 36 does not contain any electronic 
components that are coupled to external circuitry. The bottom 
housing portion 46 that comprises the pair of mating latches 
42, 44 also comprises the electronic components 32 of the 
electronic device module 14 (see Fig. 2fc> and column 4, lines 
30 to 40) - 

Claim 1 currently recites that the connector comprises "a 
first barb positioned to latch an edge of the component at a 
first distance along the axis from the base, and a second barb 
positioned to latch an edge of the component at a second 
distance along the axis from the base" . Claim 1 has been 
amended to recite that "the second distance is different to 
the first distance", in case the Examiner argues in a future 
Office Action that the first barb is equivalent to latch 
portion 26 and the second barb is equivalent to latch portion 
28 in Pitou. This amendment is clearly supported by the final 
two paragraphs on page 5 of the specification. 

There is no disclosure or suggestion in Pitou of an electrical 
connector comprising "a first barb positioned to latch an edge 
of [an] electronic component at a first distance along [an] 
axis from [a] base [of the electrical connector] , and a second 
barb positioned to latch an edge of the electronic component 
at a second distance along the axis from the base, wherein the 
second distance is different to the first distance" as recited 
in claim 1 . 

By providing a first barb at a first distance from a base and 
a second barb at a second, different, distance from a base, 
the electrical connector in embodiments of the invention is 
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advantageously able to receive electronic components of 
different heights (see paragraph 4, page 2 and the final 
paragraph on page 5 of the published PCT specification) • 

In contrast, the socket 12 disclosed in Pitou has been 
specifically constructed to receive only the electronic device 
module 14 that is also disclosed in Pitou, Pitou is, 
therefore, directed towards providing a connector that is 
dedicated to receiving a single component having specific 
dimensions which are intended to fit with that connector. 
Pitou has nothing to do with receiving components of different 
heights, and as a consequence, there would be no motivation 
for a person skilled in the art to produce anything that would 
fall within the scope of claim 1 having read Pitou. Claim 1 
is patentable over the art of record and should be allowed. 

Though dependent claims 2-5 contain their own allowable 
subject matter, these claims should at least be allowable due 
to their dependence from allowable claim 1. However, to 
expedite prosecution at this time, no further comment will be 
made * 



Claims 6-2 0 have been added above to claim the features 
recited therein. Support for new independent claims 11 and 17 
may be found in independent claim l as originally filed, and 
from paragraph 2 on page 5 to paragraph 1 on page 6 of the 
specification. Support for the new dependent claims may be 
found throughout the specification. 



For all of the foregoing reasons, it is respectfully submitted 
that all of the claims now present in the application are 
clearly novel and patentable over the prior art of record. 
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Accordingly, favorable reconsideration and allowance is 

respectfully reguested. Should any unresolved issue remain, 

the examiner is invited to call applicant's attorney at the 
telephone number indicated below. 

Respectfully submitted. 





Mark F. Harrington (Reg. No, 31,686) Date 

Customer No.; 29683 
Harrington & Smith, LLP 
4 Research Drive 
Shelton, CT 06484-6212 
203-925-9400 

CERTIFICATION OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile 
transmitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on the 
date shown below. 

5^ Name of Person Making Deposit 




10 



PAGE 10/10* RCVD AT 5125/2006 2:23:07 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTOEFXRF-6/42*DNI$:273830Q * CSID:2039440245 * DURATION (mnv$s]:0M8 




